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Merry Christmas and Happy Holidays 

Here we are a week before 
Christmas and we reflect not only on 
2024, but In the three and a half years 
of being part of this wonderful Texas 
organization. Yes, I'm aware that we 
are but a single district in the greater 
EWMA universe, but I'm convinced 
that Texas has one of the best and 
strongest districts in the country with 
the best potential for growth. As we 
step down in the next couple weeks, 
Texas will have fantastic new 
leadership with Lyle and Sherri Altes. 
They are two of our favorite people, 
and always have had focus on Texas 
and its members. We remain in great 
hands.  

We have completely fallen for the 
people and the chapters that we have 
met not only this year, but over the 
years that we have been involved in 
both GWRRA and now EWMA. Back 
in 2011, we were simply looking for 
people to ride with but have 
discovered that the most valuable part 
of this organization is the friendships 
that we have built over the years. The 
stories and adventures we have shared 
with us will remain for as long as we 
are on this earth. We are thankful for 
each one of you, and for all the 
support that we have been shown 
throughout the years. While this is our 
last weeks as District Directors of 
Texas, we are not going far away. 
Effective January 1st, we will move 
from District Directors of Texas to the 
position of Chapter Directors of our 
DFW Rally Cats. The chapter life will 
suit us very well as we get through the 
medical challenges and plan on being 
back to riding the motorcycles with 
our EWMA friends.  

Our 2024 will also conclude with 
perhaps the biggest health challenge 
I've experienced to date. On 
December 23rd I will be having open 
heart surgery and a quadruple bypass 
procedure. The symptoms that led to 
my diagnosis were slow and growing 
ever since the Texas District rally 
back in 2020 and became more 
obvious over the next 4 years. I am 
just lucky that I never had that silent 
and deadly heart attack others have 
had. I am looking forward to the 
procedure with the hope that I will be 
given back some of my old energy. 
Christmas in the hospital will be 
interesting, but I plan on taking it with 
a positive mental attitude and a degree 
of humor. In the end, God’s will be 
done. 

Donna and I wish you all the 
merriest of holidays filled with the 
warmth of family, friends and love. 
Christmas is about the generous 
giving of selves and being full of spirit 
and heart. Donna and I are committed 
to strengthening these bonds that give 
us such peace and joy and to reaffirm 
our efforts live our live our lives in 
ways that will honor our Lord and 
Savior Jesus Christ in all we do. 

We keep you all in our hearts and 
our prayers for peace, health, 
happiness, and bountiful love, and we 
hope you know how much you all 
mean to us. 

Dan and Donna Rymarz 

Texas District Directors 2021-2024  

From the Dist r ict  Director  2024  
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To start with, I would like to 
say that Sheri and I look 
forward to meeting and 
working with all of you as 
your new District Directors, 
it is our honor to do so. We 
would also like to thank Dan 
and Donna Rymarz for all 
their time and work they 
have put into the Texas 
District including the 
transition into EWMA. Sheri 
and I have enjoyed working 
with them this last few years, 
and look forward to working 
with them in different roles 
in the future. 

We would also like to 

thank the Texas District 

Staff, all the Chapter 

Directors and others that get 

on the Zoom calls sharing 

their ideas, helping plan 

events such as the ride-ins. 

We also want to recognize 

Jim and DeeDee Evans, for 

stepping up to serve as your 

Assistant District Directors. 

Most of you know them from 

all the hard work they have 

put in organizing our great 

ride-ins, events and rallies 

they have gone to. We 

believe they are a great asset 

to us and the District. 

Starting in January we are 
going to be going to one 
Zoom meeting a month; this 
meeting will be open to 
everyone. It will give all of 
you a chance to hear from us 
and the Staff. We will update 
you on what’s going on in 
the State and surrounding 
Districts. Also, Sheri and I 
update you from Region and 
National. These meetings 
will also give us a chance to 
hear from all of you and help 
keep up with you and your 
Chapters. These monthly 
meeting will be held on the 
Second Wednesday of each 
month at 7:30pm.  

I will be posting a link to 
the meeting and a monthly 
reminder on Group Spot and 
on the Web Site. If any of 
you still have not joined 
Texas District Group Spot 
please do by going to https://
GroupSpot.app create an 
account and use the code 
U81j to join the Texas 
District group. Everything 
will be posted there. 

Hope you all have a very 
great New Year!!! 
 
Lyle & Sheri Altes 
Texas District Directors 

From the New District Director 2025 
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District Directors Dan and Donna L. Rymarz 469-669-9191 txdd@ewma-tx.org  

Assistant District Directors Lyle and Sheri Altes 
512-897-0860 

512-415-1920 
txadd@ewma-tx.org 

District Treasurer Karen Walker 682-667-5609 txtreasurer@ewma-tx.org 

District Member Enhancement Gary Wheatley 713-859-6589 txmember@ewma-tx.org 

District Member Enhancement Mike Pineda 210-707-8411 txmember@ewma-tx.org 

Skills Enhancement Coordinator Randy and Kathy Reese 512-744-3635 txsafety@ewma-tx.org 

Ride Safety Coordinator Jim and Deedee Evans 512-576-8890 txrides@ewma-tx.org 

Ride Safety Coordinator Vince and Tammy Scott 817-614-2121 txrides@ewma-tx.org 

Vendor Coordinators Dawn Sprague 512-844-6033 txvendor@ewma-tx.org 

Webmaster Tom Sprague 858-755-6071 webmaster@ewma-tx.org 

Newsletter Editor George Augustas 972-226-3845 nle@ewma-tx.org 

Information contained in this list is correct at the time of printing. Last update: 23 April 2024 

TEXAS DISTRICT OFFICERS 

Anita M. Alkire, CEO 

Bruce Beeman, COO 

Bob & Nan Shrader, president 

Jim Berry, Director, Region B 

Website: https://www.ewma-world.org/  

Texas District Staff: txstaff@ewma-tx.org 

Texas District Website: http://ewma-tx.org 

mailto:txdd@ewma-tx.org
mailto:txadd@ewma-tx.org
mailto:txtreasurer@ewma-tx.org
mailto:txmember@ewma-tx.org
mailto:txmember@ewma-tx.org
mailto:txsafety@ewma-tx.org
mailto:txrides@ewma-tx.org
mailto:txrides@ewma-tx.org
mailto:txvendor@ewma-tx.org
mailto:webmaster@ewma-tx.org
mailto:nle@ewma-tx.org
https://www.ewma-world.org/
mailto:ewma.ceo@gmail.com
mailto:brucebeeman01@gmail.com
mailto:floridadd@msn.com
mailto:jimb52073@gmail.com
https://www.ewma-world.org/
mailto:txstaff@ewma-tx.org
http:/ewma-tx.org
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Chapter Staff as of September 2023 

Chapter Area Chapter Leadership Contact Info 

Pine-E 
Woods 
Riders 

Tyler Director = Kaufman, Karen and Gene 
Treasurer = Martin, Tom 
Ride Coordinator = Chuck Chestnut 

314-402-8271 

G Tomball Director = Deluke, Joe and Tammy 
Treasurer = Stan Brown 
Ride Coordinator = Greenway, David 

713-498-3201 

Roadrunners 
G2 

Greenville Director = Wiggins, Jim and Barbara 
Treasurer = Augustas, George 
Ride Coordinator = Wiggins, Jim and Barbara 

903-217-4066 

H San Antonio Director = Griffin, Keith and Milligan, Paula 
Treasurer = Charles Fleming 
Ride Coordinator = Charles Fleming 

210-478-8928 

J Orange Director = Kimbrough, Randy 
Treasurer = Pierson, Debbie 
Ride Coordinator = Open 

409-201-1955 

Hill Country 
Wings 

Castroville Director = Michael Pineda 
Treasurer = Charlotte F 
Ride Coordinator = Donna W 

210-707-8411 

M2 Spring Director = Gresak. Scott & Linda 
Treasurer = Andrew Woodward 
Ride Coordinator = Tim & Kathy Bryan 

281-386-7800 

O 
Capitol 
Wings 

Austin Director = Jim & Deedee Evans 
Treasurer = Sheri Altes  
Ride Coordinator = Ken Burnett / Steven Thomas 

512-576-8890 

“P” Pleasure 
Riders 

Granbury Director = Roberts, Christie 
Treasurer = Graham, Jeff 
Ride Coordinator = Eddie Roberts 

817-279-3928 

Rally Cats Dallas/ 
Fort Worth 

Director = Walker, Don & Karen 
Treasurer = Moody, Bill 
Ride Coordinator = Rymarz, Dan 

817-821-4388 

S2 League City Director = Newman, Scott & Debbie 
Treasurer = Karen Rudisill  
Ride Coordinator = Jim Denton  

281-804-1181 

Central 
Texas Wings  

Killeen Director = Gene & Quinta Harris 
Treasurer = Brooks, Tim and Young 
Ride Coordinator = Jim and Alvalin Woodul 

254-289-6036 

http://www.ewma-tx.org/etxriders/ChapterEInfo.pdf
http://www.ewma-tx.org/etxriders/ChapterEInfo.pdf
http://www.ewma-tx.org/etxriders/ChapterEInfo.pdf
mailto:kamb2252@gmail.net
mailto:joedeluke@yahoo.com
mailto:stan31198@gmail.com
http://www.g2txroadrunner.org/
http://www.g2txroadrunner.org/
mailto:jimwtx@verizon.net
mailto:gsaugustas@att.net
mailto:griffalo@gmail.com
mailto:paula.milligan@gmail.com
mailto:txgoldwing00@att.net
mailto:rrkimbrough@aol.com
mailto:mwpierson62@gmail.com
mailto:michael3080@gmail.com
http://www.themashchapter.com/
mailto:cd@themashchapter.com
mailto:treasurer@themashchapter.com
mailto:educator@themashchapter.com
http://www.goldwingaustin.org/
http://www.goldwingaustin.org/
http://www.goldwingaustin.org/
mailto:director@goldwingaustin.org?subject=GWRRA%20Email
mailto:Treasurer@goldwingaustin.org?subject=GWRRA%20Email
http://gwrra-tx-p.org/
http://gwrra-tx-p.org/
mailto:eddienchris53@yahoo.com
mailto:Jwgraham58@gmail.com
mailto:eddienchris53@yahoo.com
mailto:gwrratexaschapterr@gmail.com
mailto:billmoody3@twc.com
https://www.spacefor2.net/
mailto:s.newnam@earthlink.net
http://www.centexwings.org/
http://www.centexwings.org/
mailto:goldwingrider@outlook.com
mailto:brookstim88@yahoo.com
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A New Year’s resolution is a tradition, most common 
in the Western World but also found in the Eastern 
World, in which a person resolves to continue good 
practices, change an undesired trait or behavior, ac-
complish a personal goal, or otherwise improve their 
behavior at the beginning of a calendar year. 

Around 2000 B.C., the Babylonians celebrated the 
New Year during a 12-day festival called Akitu. This 
was the start of the farming season to plant crops, 
crown their king, and make promises to return bor-
rowed farm equipment and pay their debts.  

The Babylonian New Year was adopted by the 
ancient Romans, as was the tradition of resolutions. 
The timing, however, eventually shifted with the 
Julian calendar in 46 B.C., which declared January 1st 
as the start of the New Year and began each year by 
making promises to the god Janus, for whom the 
month of January is named. 

In the medieval era, the knights took the “peacock 
vow” at the end of the Christmas season each year to 
re-affirm their commitment to chivalry. 

This tradition has many other religious parallels. 
During Judaism’s New Year, Rosh Hashanah, through 
the High Holy Days and culminating in Yom Kippur 
(the Day of Atonement), one is to reflect upon one’s 
wrongdoings over the year and both seek and offer 
forgiveness. People can act similarly during the Chris-
tian liturgical season of Lent, although the motive 
behind this holiday is more of sacrifice than of respon-
sibility. The concept, regardless of creed, is to reflect 
upon self-improvement annually. 

The 1671 diary of Anne Halkett includes an entry 
on January 2 titled “Resolutions”, which contained a 
number of religious pledges taken primarily from bible 
verses, such as “I will not offend anymore.”  

By the beginning of the 19th century, the tendency 
of people to make (and fail to keep) resolutions was 
commonly known and satirized. Walker’s Hibernian 
Magazine in 1802 contained an article stating that “the 
following personages have begun the year with a 
strong of resolutions, which they all solemnly pledged 
to keep”, then listing a series of obviously fictitious 
resolutions. An early instance of the complete phrase 
“new year resolution” is found in a January 1st issue of 
a Boston newspaper from 1813: 

And yet, I believe there are multitudes of people, 
accustomed to receive injunctions of New Year resolu-
tions, who will sin all the month of December, with a 

serious determination of beginning the New Year with 
new resolutions and new behavior, and with the full 
belief that they shall thus compensate and wipe away 
all their former faults. The end of the Great Depres-
sion, about a quarter of American adults formed New 
Year’s resolutions. At the start of the 21st century, 
about 40% did. In fact, according to the American 
Medical Association, approximately 40% to 50% of 
Americans participated in the New Year’s resolution 
tradition from the 1995 Epcot and 1985 Gallop Polls. 
A study found 46% of participants who made common 
New Year’s resolutions (e.g. weight loss, exercise 
programs, quitting smoking) were likely to succeed, 
over ten times as among those deciding to make life 
changes at other times of the year. 

Evidence for actual behavioral changes after New 
Year’s resolutions is mixed. The effect is most pro-
nounced immediately after the New Year, but decreas-
es soon afterwards. Approach-oriented goals, rather 
than avoidance-oriented goals, can lead to better 
results  

In a 2014 report, 35% of participants who failed 
their New Year’s Resolutions admitted they had 
unrealistic goals, 33% of participants did not keep 
track of their progress, and 23% forgot about them; the 
remaining respondents claimed they made too many 
resolutions  

A 1972 study of 382 students at the University of 
Wisconsin showed minimal impact of New Year’s 
resolutions on weight loss commitments, with the 
study finding that making a resolution or being moni-
tored did not significantly affect weight loss. 

A 2007 study by Richard Wiseman from the 
University of Bristol involving 3,000 people showed 
that 88% of those who set New Year resolutions fail, 
despite the fact that 52% of the study’s participants 
were confident of success at the beginning. Men 
achieved their goal 22% more often when they en-
gaged in goal setting, wherein resolutions are made in 
terms of small and measurable goals (e.g., “lose a 
pound a week” rather than “lose weight”). 

As for me (Tom) I made a New Year’s resolution 
back In 1998 to make no more New Year’s resolu-
tions. To date I have kept my resolution and I am 
proud that I have followed through with this resolu-
tion. How about you?  

 

Submitted by Tom Sprague 

What is the New Year Resolution all about? 
Taken from the Internet (T Sprague) 
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My Christmas Wish For You 
 
My Christmas wish for you, my friend 
Is not a simple one 
For I wish you hope and joy and peace 
Days filled with warmth and sun 
 
I wish you love and friendship too 
Throughout the coming year 
Lots of laughter and happiness 
To fill your world with cheer 
 
May you count your blessings, one by one 
And when totaled by the lot 
May you find all you've been given 
To be more than what you sought 
 
May your journeys be short, your burdens light 
May your spirit never grow old 
May all your clouds have silver linings 
And your rainbows pots of gold 
 
I wish this all and so much more 
May all your dreams come true 
May you have a Merry Christmas friend 
And a happy New Year, too .. 
 
Tom Sprague 
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Date District Event Location Contact/E-Mail Phone 

2025 

January 19–26 
 Wingers and Waves 

(see flyer, page 8) 
Galveston, Texas Gary Wheatley 

gwheatley55@gmail.com 
713-859-6589 

February 16–22,  10th Annual Wingers 
and Waves 

Ft. Lauderdale, Florida Deanna Cisson 
deanna@wingersnwaves.com 

386-299-7535 

March 1 MO Missouri Spring Fling Comfort Suites 
Rolla, Missouri 

Ken Lueckenotte 
Jan Schanbacher  

573-680-6238  

March 13–15, FL Florida District Rally Best Western Hotel 
Gainesville, FL 

Frederic W. Kennedy 
FredandKaren@cox.net 

850-232-0365 

April 10–13, TX Texas District Ride-In 
(see flyer, page 8) 

Y.O. Ranch Hotel 
Kerrville, Texas 

Lyle Altes 
laltes@outlook.com 

512-897-0860 

April 24–26 TN Tennessee District 
Rally 

Holiday Inn 
Johnson City, Tenn. 

Bob Mack 
thunderchief452@yahoo.com 

865-258-9872 

May 15–17 AR Arkansas District 
Rally 

Quality Inn 
Harrison,Arkansas 

Louis Wofford 
director@diamondstateriders.org 

479-883-2621 

May 15–17 SC South Carolina 
District Rally 

Hampton Inn 
Newberry, SC 

Jon J. Horning 
jjhorning63@yahoo.com 

803-924-5243 

May 29–31 MO Missouri District 
Rally 

Angel Inn 
Branson, MO 

Ken Lueckenotte 
kluke45@aol.com 

573-680-6238 

June 5–7 WI Wisconsin District 
Rally 

Radisson Hotel 
Fond du Lac, Wisconsin 

Robert S. Simonis 
robert.s.simonis.mil@gmail.com  

N.A. 

June 5–7 GA Georgia District Rally Yonah Convention Center 
Helen, Georgia 

Tommy Martin 
gadirector@ewma-ga.com 

N.A. 

June 12–14 OH Ohio Buckeye Rally Champaign County Fairgrounds 
Urbana, Ohio 

Darrin Ebright 
ohiodd2021@gmail.com 

N.A. 

June 20–21 
★ 

Eagle Wings Inter-
national Ride-In 

The Machine Shop 
Sault Ste Marie, Ontario, Canada 

Mike Melton 
meltong@homesc.com 

843-847-1444 

June 26–28 AL Alabama District 
Rally 

Clarion Inn 
Sheffield, AL 

Danny Baker 
jdbaker1951@yahoo.com 

205-936-7843 

August 28–30 
★ 

Eagle Wings 

Rendezvous III 

Fort Smith Convention Ctr 

Fort Smith, Arkansas 

Mike Melton 

eaglewings.web@gmail.com 

843-847-1444 

This information is provided for the convenience of our members. Information is obtained from EWMA-World.org and various sources. No 
warranty is made with respect to the accuracy of any information on this page, the calendar pages, or any other page in this newsletter, and the 
Texas District staff shall not be held liable if any information is incorrect. You are advised to verify the accuracy of this information prior to 
attending any listed event. This information is subject to change without notice. 

COMING EVENTS 

WINGERS AND WAVES 

Cruise information is for everyone that is interested in going with us in January 2025 from our 
Texas coast / Galveston, Texas. We are trying to save all from having that air fare to Florida. 
Past GWRRA members, EWMA members, Wing’d Riders, and non-bikers as well. We just 
want to get out of colder weather, to the Caribbeans, warmer weather. Please contact Mindy 
Bubar for the booking. These are Oceanview balcony cabins. The cabins are limited so contact 
her as soon as possible. Becky and I am hosting the cruise, we would love to see you all.!!!   

Gary Wheatley - 713-859-6589   -   gwheatley55@gmail.com  CONTACT MINDY BUBAR 
FOR THE BOOKINGS !!!! 

mailto:gwheatley55@gmail.com?subject=Wingers%20N%20Waves
https://www.ewma-world.org/content.aspx?page_id=4002&club_id=719997&item_id=2412134
https://www.ewma-world.org/content.aspx?page_id=4002&club_id=719997&item_id=2412134
mailto:deanna@wingersnwaves.com?subject=Wingers%20N%20Waves
https://www.ewma-world.org/content.aspx?page_id=4002&club_id=719997&item_id=2395797
mailto:kluke45@aol.com
https://www.ewma-world.org/content.aspx?page_id=4002&club_id=719997&item_id=2340018
mailto:FredandKaren@cox.net?subject=Florida%20District%20Rally
http://www.ewma-tx.org/2025/2025%20YRRI%20Registration%20Flyer.pdf
mailto:laltes@outlook.com
https://ewma-world.org/content.aspx?page_id=4002&club_id=719997&item_id=2351229
https://ewma-world.org/content.aspx?page_id=4002&club_id=719997&item_id=2351229
mailto:thunderchief452@yahoo.com
https://www.ewma-world.org/content.aspx?page_id=4002&club_id=719997&item_id=2400266
https://www.ewma-world.org/content.aspx?page_id=4002&club_id=719997&item_id=2400266
mailto:director@diamondstateriders.org
https://www.ewma-world.org/content.aspx?page_id=4002&club_id=719997&item_id=2344279
https://www.ewma-world.org/content.aspx?page_id=4002&club_id=719997&item_id=2344279
mailto:jjhorning63@yahoo.com?subject=South%20Carolina%20District%20Rally
https://www.ewma-world.org/content.aspx?page_id=4002&club_id=719997&item_id=2395118
https://www.ewma-world.org/content.aspx?page_id=4002&club_id=719997&item_id=2395118
mailto:kluke45@aol.com
https://www.ewma-world.org/content.aspx?page_id=4002&club_id=719997&item_id=2428726
https://www.ewma-world.org/content.aspx?page_id=4002&club_id=719997&item_id=2428726
mailto:robert.s.simonis.mil@gmail.com
https://www.ewma-world.org/content.aspx?page_id=4002&club_id=719997&item_id=2433929
mailto:gadirector@ewma-ga.com
https://www.ewma-world.org/content.aspx?page_id=4002&club_id=719997&item_id=2387707
mailto:ohiodd2021@gmail.com
https://www.ewma-world.org/content.aspx?page_id=4002&club_id=719997&item_id=2415708
https://www.ewma-world.org/content.aspx?page_id=4002&club_id=719997&item_id=2415708
mailto:meltong@homesc.com?subject=International%20Ride-In
https://www.ewma-world.org/content.aspx?page_id=4002&club_id=719997&item_id=2339947
https://www.ewma-world.org/content.aspx?page_id=4002&club_id=719997&item_id=2339947
mailto:jdbaker1951@yahoo.com
https://www.ewma-world.org/content.aspx?page_id=4002&club_id=719997&item_id=2348819
https://www.ewma-world.org/content.aspx?page_id=4002&club_id=719997&item_id=2348819
mailto:eaglewings.web@gmail.com
mailto:gwheatley55@gmail.com?subject=Wingers%20N%20Waves
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https://form.jotform.com/242893550798170
http://www.ewma-tx.org/


Page 9 January 2025 

 

 

The Texas District News 



Passenger Information: (Current legal name that is printed on your Passport) 

First Name: _________________ Middle Name:_______________  Last Name: ______________________

Mailing Address: _________________________________________________________________________

City/State/Zip: __________________________________________________________________________

Phone: ( ______ ) ____________ Cell:( ______ ) _____________ How many people in your cabin:_______ 

Email Address: ____________________________________ Nickname for social badge: ______________  

Date of Birth Month/Day/Year: _________________  Cruise Line Loyalty Number: ___________________ 

U.S. Citizen? o Yes   o No   Group or Chapter Affiliation: _________________________________________

Additional Passenger: 

First Name: _________________ Middle Name:_______________  Last Name: ______________________

Mailing Address: _________________________________________________________________________

City/State/Zip: __________________________________________________________________________

Phone: ( ______ ) _______________ Cell:( ______ ) _______________ Best time to contact: o AM   o PM

Email Address: ____________________________________Nickname for Social Badge: _______________  

Date of Birth Month/Day/Year: _________________  Cruise Line Loyalty Number: ___________________ 

U.S. Citizen? o Yes   o No   Group or Chapter Affiliation: _________________________________________

Do you have any special needs? Please describe below: (i.e., Medical, Dietary, Limited Mobility, Allergic 
Reactions, CPAP, Request To Sit At Dinner With Specific Friends, Cabin Assignment Requests, Comments)

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

Special pricing - based on double occupancy  Name of Ship: _______________ Sailing date: __________  
o Inside Cabin     o Window Cabin     o Balcony Cabin   

I would like to purchase travel insurance through the cruise line:  o Yes   o No 

A deposit per person is due to reserve your cabin. (Plus if you would like to add travel insurance.)

PAYMENT AREA

Credit Card Type:   o Visa    o MC    o American Express    o Discover

Name on the credit card: __________________________________________________________________________

Credit Card Number: _____________________________________________________________________________

Expiration Date: Month _____Year_____  Security Code:  ________________________________________________

Billing Address: __________________________________________________________________________________  

City/State/Zip ___________________________________________________________________________________

Approved amount to charge: $ __________  Date of reservation: ____________________

Use the same credit card for the final payment? Please check one:  o Yes     o No    o Contact me for another credit card

CRUISE RESERVATION 
FORM

Fill this form using Adobe 
Acrobat, rename & save the 
completed form, then attach 

in an e-mail to 
mindy@agroupcruise.com

Internal Use Only: Date cabin booked: ___________________ Final payment paid: ___________ Confirmation sent: _______________
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